
 February & March, 2022 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
Let’s talk about our early spring and late winter hive checks. 
                 
This is the time of year to check your hive(s) for food stores and make sure the queen is okay (present and 
laying).  That means visibly lay eyes on the queen and on her eggs and laying pattern. 
 
With the warm temperatures, the queens are laying a lot of eggs so the hive needs a lot of food to raise all 
of  this brood. As the temperatures go up and down, the bees also eat a lot in their efforts to keep the hive 
warm for all of this new brood. Most maple trees are blooming so the bees are collecting a lot of pollen and 
some nectar from them and like most trees, this bloom period will last for 3-4 weeks. After this, there will not 
be a lot in bloom for a while, so it will be important to keep checking on the hive food stores. If you have to 
feed, then sugar water is okay because the temperatures are generally warm enough at this point to not cause 
moisture problems within the hive. 
 
This is also the time of year to be thinking about mite treatment. It would probably be a good idea to order 
whichever mite treatment you plan on using. With the supply issues, some treatments may be hard to find.  
Remember, for the mite treatment you chose, be sure to apply it according to the manufacturer's instructions – 
especially the appropriate temperature range.  Some treatments can only be used during a very specific 
temperature range.  For those that like to use oxalic acid vaporization, the latest information I have read is that 
you still must use one of the commercial mite treatments to ensure effective mite treatment. The oxalic acid 
should be considered as a "supplement" treatment and not the main treatment. 
 
You need to get all of your equipment (boxes, frames, etc.) ready. It will warm up quicker than expected and 
your hives may need an extra box before you know it! Again, wax foundation may also be hard to find with the 
current supply issues. For those so inclined, get those "swarm traps" ready as swarm season can start as soon as 
the end of March depending upon weather.  The extra boxes can always be used to make hive splits which will 
help prevent swarming and obviously increase your number of hives or give you a hive to sell if you do not 
want more hives. 
 
We also discussed queen rearing. It would be a good idea to have a queen or two available during the season. 
So, you could start a small 4-frame NUC by doing a hive split. I am certainly considering doing this. One of our 
past club members who also ran a bee supply business west of Murphy, raised queens. He would take a medium 
box, divide it into 4 sections with permanent dividers, make small frames to fit each section and put bees and a 
queen cell in each section. He seemed to be very successful with these setups. I think it would be easier to just 
do a small NUC. That way you do not have to make special frames.  For our next meeting in April, I will try to 
have someone teach a queen rearing class. 
 
Thanks for coming out for the March meeting and we will meet again the first Monday in April! 
 
Cheers, 
Don Reynolds 


