
 August & September, 2021 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President: 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
Because of the continued high rate of COVID infections in the county, there will not be a September meeting. I 
will let you know about October in a couple of weeks. 
 
I want to remind everyone that it is time to extract your honey and treat your hives for Varroa mites. I know the 
daytime temperatures are still high so be careful with your treatments. Please read the instructions and follow 
them exactly. I am having to wait for the days to cool down a little before I treat mine. Again, if it is too hot 
during the day, you will kill bees/queens because the treatment chemical will "off gas" a lot putting too much 
vapor in the hive. That being said, it is important to treat as soon as the weather allows and not delay any longer 
than necessary.  
 
After treatment, you need to do a "sugar roll" or "alcohol wash" to make sure your treatment was effective. If it 
was not, you need to do a second treatment on the particular hive(s). 
 
It is also time to think about wintering your hives. At our place, our first frost is usually the last week of 
September. Things to start thinking about:  
 

• You should check to make sure each hive is "Queenright". You do not have to find or see the queen, just 
make sure there are eggs or small larvae present.   If you think the queen is not alive, you may still be 
able to find a queen through one of the honeybee suppliers.  

• If you have a weak hive, you may want to combine it with a stronger hive.  
• Did you leave enough honey on the hive(generally, a full medium super will work). If you choose to 

take most of the honey, are you then prepared to feed 
• your hives? Do you have feeders and sugar? You may also choose to use "pollen patties". 
• Are the Small Hive Beetles under control? They live in the hive all winter also.  
• Have you(or will you) structure your hive(s) to give the bees the ability to keep the hive relatively 

warm(not too much empty space)?  
• Have you removed the queen excluders(if you use them) so the queen does not get trapped alone during 

the winter? 
• Do you have entrance reducers ready? 
• Depending on where your hives are situated, do you have a method to block the cold north wind? 
• If you use screened bottom boards, are the plastic inserts ready for use(clean)? 

 
For everyone who took honey off their hives, if you cannot get it extracted soon (within a few days after 
removing it from the hive), I encourage you to place the frames in a freezer until you are ready to extract. A 
couple of days in the freezer will ensure no wax moth, small hive beetle, etc. eggs hatch and will kill any worms 
that may be present already. When you are ready to extract, remove the frames from the freezer the day before 
to let them warm up. 
 
I am sorry that we are having to cancel meetings again, but it is the right thing to do at this point. I hope 
everyone had a good honey year and all of you are doing well. 
 
Cheers, 
Don Reynolds 


