
 February, 2021 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President: 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  
I know it is almost the end of the month, but here are some things you should do now: 
  
On a warm day (above 50°) check your hives food supplies, even if you have done so in the last several months.   
In some locations, the queens have already started laying which will result in an early spring buildup of mouths 
to feed.  This will continue depending upon the weather in your local area. So, you need to make sure your bees 
have food, whether it is honey you give back to them (the best), fondant or sugar water. You may also want to 
provide pollen patties for them. I think the worst of the cold weather is over and I see the maple tree buds 
swelling, so they may flower in the next few weeks if it does not turn really cold again. If you watch your bees 
and see they are bringing in pollen, then the queen is laying, so they will need food. This is the time of year bees 
can easily starve if you do not check them. 
 
The other thing you may want to do is check over all of your equipment. Make sure you have the number of 
boxes (hive body/honey super) that you think you will need to start the season. Consider having extra if you 
want to capture swarms (which will typically occur in March/April/May) or if you plan to make hive splits as 
the spring buildup progresses. You may have old or damaged wax to change out. If wax worms got into your 
hives last fall, they can do a lot of damage to the wax and frames. The bees can clean up a few wax worm 
tunnels, but they cannot clean up a lot of wax worm damage. If you are ordering new bees, make sure you have 
some type of feeder ready as the new bees will need to be fed a lot, especially if you are getting packages of 
bees and not nucs. 
 
You should also check the moisture level in your hives. With all the rain we are having along with cold 
temperatures, you do not want a lot of moisture in your hives. Again, on a warm day, lift the inner cover to look 
for any moisture buildup. It will be most visible on the under side of the inner cover – possibly a damp area.  If 
you do find dampness, you may want to provide a little extra ventilation by opening the entrance more (if you 
restricted it for winter), slide the plastic screened bottom board insert out some and/or raise the back of the inner 
cover up slightly (use a small stick or piece of wood). 
 
The last item I will talk about is SHB (small hive beetles). When you check your hives, look for these pests. If 
you have a lot of them in a hive, you need to get rid of them as they will kill off a hive. Put in extra beetle traps, 
spread salt around the hives or spread diatomaceous earth (not the food grade type) on the ground around the 
hives. Last year was a bad year for hive beetles (at least for me) and I did loose several hives to them even 
though I had beetle traps in all my hives. 
 
I hope everyone has had a decent winter and your bees have survived. The new "bee season" will get started 
shortly so be ready.  Be sure to register on our new Forum and post any questions you may have there.  If you 
are new, this is a great place to get answers to your questions.  If you are an experienced beekeeper, please 
register so you can help answer those questions as they pop up. 
 
We are looking into a possible Zoom meeting soon, so stay tuned. 
 
Regards, 
Don Reynolds 
 


