
 August, 2020 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President: 
 
My apologies for getting this out late in the month. I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.  
 
It is time to extract your honey for those that are going to do that. After you extract your honey, it is also time to 
treat for varroa mites. This is probably the most important thing you need to do at this time. If you do not 
treat for mites by the end of this month, you may lose hives this winter because the "mite load" in your hive(s) 
becomes so high, too many viruses are transmitted to your bees. 
  
Be sure you read the directions of the mite treatment you choose very carefully and comply with them. The 
temperature range is probably the most important thing to pay attention to. Also, be sure you extract your honey 
before you place the mite treatment on your hive(s). Only the Formic Acid treatments can be used with honey 
supers(honey planned for human consumption) on the hive. 
 
After you extract honey(or even if you do not) this is the time of year to check your hives for winter food 
(honey) stores. As I have mentioned before, the Fall flowers and plants do not generally offer a lot of nectar, so 
your bees are not bringing in very much. You may have to start feeding your bees soon. It takes almost a full 
honey super to get your bees through our long winter, especially since the weather warms up multiple times 
during the winter causing the bees to "break cluster", get active and thus eat.  Once we get a couple of hard 
frosts in October that kill off the remaining Fall flowers, it will be March before the Maples start blooming. 
 
Another thing to consider is preparing your hive(s) for the coming winter. Once it starts getting cold at night 
you may want to reduce the size of the hive entrance to restrict the ventilation of the hive and help keep mice 
out. Think about placing a "windbreak" around the North/Northwest side of the hive and putting the plastic 
inserts back in the screened bottom boards if you use those. At some point, you may want to make some fondant 
to have on hand for feeding during the coldest part of winter and early spring. Fondant is best for mid 
winter/early spring since it does not put a lot of moisture in the hive like sugar water does. Cold and moisture 
within the hive are very hard on the bees. 
 
So, what do you do with the honey supers after extraction?  I place mine about 20 feet in front of my hives for a 
full day allowing all of the bees to clean them up. They will remove every last smidgen of honey in those boxes 
and you can then store them without honey dripping out. When you store them, you have to keep out Wax 
Moths and mice. I place mine in large plastic bags with some Paramoth crystals (in a small container) then seal 
the bag tightly. You will have to check every now and then to add more crystals. If you have freezer space, it is 
a good idea to place the frames in there for 24 hours to kill any wax moth eggs/larvae and then store in plastic 
bags. I have heard you can also store them out in the open air (wax moths do not like sunlight) as long as you 
can keep other critters away from them(mice, rats, raccoons, bears, etc.). 
 
I hope everyone has had a good honey year and your bees have done well. 
 
Don 
 

 


