
 July, 2020 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President: 
 
Again, I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe. I also hope your bees are doing good. 
  
I checked on the two club hives two days ago and they are doing well. Both queens are laying well and the 
hives are strong. The 8-frame hive is the strongest and will have extractable honey. That is the one that survived 
the winter in good shape. The 10-frame hive is a split that Steve and I made this spring and I bought a queen 
for. They are strong but will not have enough honey to extract although, they should be great shape to over 
winter. 
  
Obviously, it is almost the middle of July and one would think the swarm season is over. Wrong! In spite of 
adding supers, checkerboarding and making splits, I had a huge swarm two days ago. Unfortunately, they went 
40 feet up into a cherry tree and there was no way to get them. I had already cut a tree down last month to get a 
large swarm(success. Queen survived and laying great) and did not want to cut this one down. They remained in 
the tree overnight and departed at some point the next morning. 
 
So, I think you can still make splits at this point and have a strong hive ready for winter. But you should buy a 
queen so there would not be a long lag time in getting new brood going. As I have said before, my location 
makes it hard for my hives to get a queen back to the hive after mating flights due to birds and dragonfly's. 
  
It is time to really think about sourwood extracting for those of you that do that. Around our property, the 
sourwoods are not even halfway through their bloom period, so it would be another two weeks at least for me.  I 
know some of you probably have sourwoods that may be almost done blooming.  If you are going to extract 
sourwood, you may want to start looking for the jars. There may be a shortage in the stores due to the COVID 
problem. 
 
Another reminder about mites:  I know it is early, but for those that do extract sourwood towards the end of this 
month, you should think about when you want to treat. You may also want to go ahead and buy your mite 
treatment of choice to be ready. I am not sure how difficult or not it will be to get hold of mite treatments since 
the resurgence of the COVID. Best to check. This is also a good time to check your beetle traps and redo them 
if necessary. 
 
It is also time to think about what you will do with the supers you extract. Where to store them to keep the wax 
moths and mice out of them. Be sure to use only "Paramoth" crystals and NOT regular mothballs. They both 
smell about the same, but mothballs and residue are toxic to the bees whereas Paramoth crystals are not. After 
you extract your supers, you can place them close to your hive(s) and the bees will clean up every last bit of 
left-over honey for you. The frames will then be ready to store without being very sticky. 
 
With the resurgence of the COVID (Cherokee County has 17 new cases), I do not want to start our meetings up 
yet. Unfortunately, we may have to wait until next spring. That is really too bad, but it is just not worth the 
chance of spreading the virus. 
 
I would like to have others add to my comments, make suggestions or tell about some of your own experiences 
with your hives. Everyone has  different methods of taking care of their bees and it is good to share your ideas. 
We do have new beekeepers in the group who would like to hear your different ideas to successfully take care 
of their hives.  
 
Everyone stay safe and healthy, 
 
Don 
 


