
 May, 2020 
 

UPDATE FROM DON REYNOLDS, Club President: 
 
I want to remind everyone that for now, our meetings are suspended until the COVID -19 threat is much 
reduced. I really hope we can get back to the monthly meetings soon.  In this update, I want to talk about Splits, 
Swarm Management, Queen Checks, Mite Treatments and Hive Buildup. 
 
Splits and Swarm Management: 
It is still swarm season, so I will talk about this and splits in the same paragraph. We have had three swarms and 
have captured all three, although the last one did not have a queen with them. They remained in a small 
hemlock tree for 4 days until I could get them. I placed them into a hive body and they remained on the box 
sides and never dispersed into the frames. I looked for a queen , never found one, so I put them into another 
hive with a swarm I had captured earlier. All of that being said, you can try a few things to help prevent 
swarms. Make splits by taking half of the frames out of your strong hive(s) and place into another hive body. 
Do not shake the bees off the frames, as you need the nurse bees to take care of the brood. One or two of the 
frames should have pollen/nectar. You will also have to feed them since the "field bees" will go back to their 
original hive. If there are swarm cells in the original hive, transfer the frames with the swarm cells into the new 
split after making sure the original hive is queenright. Hopefully, the swarm cells will hatch and the new queen 
will get back to the hive after her mating flight. You can buy a new queen for the split. For the frames you take 
out of the original hive(to make the split), replace them with new frames with just foundation in them. Be sure 
to "checkerboard" the foundation frames with the older frames. This gives the bees something to work on by 
having to draw out the new foundation. If you do not want to make a split, you can add supers to your hives 
now rather than wait until the first nectar flow(Tulip Poplars). This gives them space. I have already added two 
supers to each of our hives and have not had another swarm, yet? This does not mean there will not be another 
swarm, I just hope there will not be one. 
 
Queen Checks: 
This is a really good time to check your queens and make sure they are laying well. Remember, you do not have 
to actually find the queen, you only need to see eggs(must be on the bottom of the cell and not the sides) and 
young larvae. She should be laying a nice full oval pattern on the frames. If you find "supersedure cell(s) 
located in the mid to upper portion of the frame(s), look for your queen and make sure she is okay. She may be 
sick or not laying well. The colony can sense this so will hatch a new queen and depose the old one. 
 
Mite Treatments and Hive Buildup: 
It is also time to consider mite treatments. As your hives are building up, so are the mites! There are many 
treatments available, but do some research to see which one will work best for you. Some of the older 
treatments that have been around for a long time are no longer effective. You must comply with the particular 
treatment instructions or you will either kill queens/bees or the treatment will not be effective enough to kill 
most of the mites and you could lose your hive(s). The mites transmit viruses, so you have to treat for them 
before the hive gets too overloaded with these viruses. I am anxious to treat ours (with Formic Pro), but the 
night time temperatures have been too cold where we are located. Since our hives have a lot of brood, I choose 
to use the formic acid type treatment that will penetrate the brood cell caps. You should place Small Hive Beetle 
traps in you hives as well. You can lose you hive(s) to these pests as well, so you need to keep them in check. 
 
The Tulip Poplars should start blooming before the end of the month and if the weather co-operates, this is a 
huge nectar flow. As this flow begins and the bees start filling the supers, you will have to keep a check on your 
supers to see when to add another. Once they have capped approximately 80% of the honey frames, you need to 
add another super. During the poplar flow, this can happen very fast with a strong hive. You can help manage 
the honey frame filling by swapping the outer frames to the center of the super. Since the bees work from the 
center outward, this forces them to fill the frames more or less equally and gives you better capped honey 
frames to extract later on. 
 
Be sure to keep checking you hives for food stores. It is still early and not a lot of things are in bloom that the 
bees will forage on, so you may still need to feed your bees. 
 
Steve Juhlin and I made a split with the club hive Sunday. We found a swarm cell(still a few days from being 
capped) and transferred that frame along with some others into a new box. I am also feeding both hives as they 
did not have much for stores and of course the new split has to be fed anyway. I will keep checking the new 
split to see if a new queen hatches and makes it back to the hive. If I think it is not going to work, I will go buy 
a queen and install her. 
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Last item, for those interested, there is a webinar on Thursday at 6:30pm about Queen Castles and honey 
production. This is a service through the Extension Service and is at no cost, but you have to register for it. 
 
Hope everyone is staying safe and well.  
 
Don 
 


